


Taking the Mystery  
Out Of Special Effect Paints 
Responding to the needs of automakers and their suppliers, X-Rite Inc. is  
introducing a revolutionary technology that integrates and measures 
aspects of special effect paints similar to the way the human eye perceives 
color and appearance, taking into account not only the color, but also the 
surface and subsurface qualities of the coatings.  

The technology is a powerful tool for anyone who needs to understand  
the impact of formula or process conditions on the overall color and  
appearance of special effect paints, while also providing a technique that 
connects color from design to final product manufacturing digitally,

With this technology, companies all along the supply chain can now share 
a reliable method for measuring the color and appearance of effect paints 
that contain metallic, pearlescent, or special effect interference pigments.

The technology offers a leap for businesses that have struggled to precisely 
manage special effect paints that couldn’t be done, except with expensive 
analytical laboratory  instruments and technologies. The potential results 
of applying this technology are powerful: improved uptime on a painting 
or assembly line, reduced scrap rates and quick root cause analysis when 
problems are discovered.

Modern color pigments produce different appearances under 

different lighting and viewing angles. Descriptive terms, such 

as coarseness and sparkling, provide an empirical method of 

review but modern color complexity demands a more precise 

means of measurement.



Improved  measurement  
performance and capability  
•	3	level,	user	selectable,	pressure	sensors	improve	 
  sample presentation, especially on slightly curved and   
  flexible surfaces

	 •	 Improved	spectral	discrimination	engine	yields	 
  improved repeatability

	 •	Modular	lamp	design	insures	consistency	of	results	 
  post service or certification

Improved handling and usability
	 •	Rugged,	ergonomic	design

	 •	Color	LCD	display	with	easy	to	understand	icon	 
  driven menu

	 •	 Improved	lamp	performance	results	in	longer	life

	 •	 Improved	Li	ion	battery	packs,	commercially	available 

•	USB	2.0	or	Bluetooth	wireless	communication

Improved JOB
	 •	Simpler	programming	and	download

	 •	Provides	both	visual	(image)	and	text	measurement	 
  instruction to insure consistency of measurement from  
  shift to shift

Backward compatibility
	 •	Allows	for	drop	in	replacement	of	MA68II	or	 

  consistency between a mixed population

Features MA94 MA96 MA98

JOBS  Job workflow with embedded images and Tags

Illumination 45° tungsten halogen  45° tungsten halogen  45° and 15° tungsten   

 module halogen module 

Battery life  1400+ measurements, Li ion dual battery  

Inter-instrument agreement  0.18 ∆E* avg. on BCRA

Repeatability  0.03 avg. ∆E* white ceramic

Aspecular angles 5 Aspecular angles: 6 Aspecular angles: 6 Aspecular angles (45): 

 15, 25, 45 ,75,110 -15, 15, 25, 45 ,75,110 -15, 15, 25, 45 ,75,110 

   2 Aspecular angles (15): 

   -15, 15 

   Out of plane angles 

Pressure switches  3 circumferential, user selectable with feedback

Data compatibility  100%backward compatibility to MA68II

Full color display  Full color LCD

Measurement time  Approx. 2 seconds

Wireless  Bluetooth

Memory  250 standards, 1000 samples internal

Software  XColorQC™

Warranty  2 year

MA94/96/98
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X-Rite: Your source  
for accurate color.  
On time. Every time.

X-Rite is a world leader in providing global color control solutions 
for manufacturing and quality management requirements. 

We lead the industry in offering service options to ensure 
uninterrupted performance of all X-Rite products. Training and 
educational resources are available globally and on line for both 
new and experienced users to optimize their color measurement 
capabilities.

Visit xrite.com for more information about X-Rite products.  
X-Rite	customers	worldwide	may	also	call	the	Applications	 
Support	team	at	CASupport@xrite.com	or	Customer	Service	 
at	800-248-9748.


